
Soror Katheldra Pinder Alexander becomes a U.S. Citizen 
 
There is so much to learn here. I didn’t have American history in high 
school and of course, one of the complaints now is how little (if any) 
Civics is taught in schools now. I know more about British law than I 
do about the Constitution, and what I do know comes from movies like 
Lean on Me when the students exercised their first amendment right to 
assemble and protest for their principal. Little did I know that the right 
to bear arms, free speech, religion and to petition the government 
were all included in that first amendment. I got a healthy helping in 
preparation for the Citizenship test. They ask you any 10 questions 
from a set of 100 given to you to study. They range in difficulty from 
‘why do we celebrate July 4th?’ and ‘how many years is the President’s 
term?’ up to listing powers of the states, stating what year the 
Constitution was written, or knowing who was President during the 1st 
and 2nd World Wars?  
 
On my day of reckoning on July 9, I was ready.  Ask me any one of 
those 100 questions! Forget naming two Cabinet level positions, I 
could list pretty much all 14 Secretaries and the titles Attorney General 
and Vice President, to round out a full cabinet list. Imagine my 
disappointment when two of my questions included ‘what is Martin 
Luther King Jr. known for?’ and ‘what did Susan B. Anthony do?’ All 
that time studying for this test, and you hit me with the ‘softball’ 
questions! (That’s what I wanted to say!) ‘Who wrote the Federalist 
papers?’ C’mon! The musical Hamilton taught us that one! But the 
swath of questions showed me there is a lot of history and civics 
knowledge around us, and there is some that could use a little more 
light shed on it. We must know where we came from, to know where 
we’re going. I’ve started to get the learning in my head with my U.S. 
passport in my pocket. I’m ready to serve.  
 
I now know I can work the polls, run for elected office, serve on a jury, 
write my congressman, and help the armed forces if necessary. I 
started by filling out my registration to vote. I recently voted in the 
Durham election, and I am looking forward to really participating in 
this American journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


