
The Ivy Hill Foundation Mu Omicron Omega Scholarship 
 
The Ivy Hill Foundation serves as the philanthropic arm for the Chapel Hill Graduate Chapter (Mu Omicron 
Omega) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. ®. A 501 c (3) organization, the Foundation supports various 
fundraising initiatives to support educational, scholastic and family development activities within the local 
community. 
 

The Ivy Hill Foundation Mu Omicron Omega Scholarship committee will award scholarships to three (3) 
graduating high school seniors who will begin their first-year at an accredited undergraduate institution or 
community college as early as August 2019. These one-time scholarships will be in the amount of $3,000, $2,000 
and $1,000. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 

 Can be of any gender 
 Must be a graduating high school senior 
 Must be enrolled in a high school in Chapel Hill, Carrboro or Pittsboro  
 May also be homeschooled living in Chapel Hill, Carrboro or Pittsboro 
 Competitive applicants will demonstrate strong academic records, extracurricular involvement and 

excellent leadership abilities 
 
REQUIREMENTS 

 An official, sealed copy of your high school transcript; signed across the flap by a school counselor. 
 A copy of your letter of acceptance (you can send multiple letters if you have not decided where you will attend) 
 One (1) reference letter from a person in a position to speak on your academics (ex. teacher or high school 

counselor) 
 One (1) reference letter from a member of the community at large (ex. pastor, advisor, mentor, supervisor, 

etc.) 
 Completed essays 

 
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE 

 April 30, 2019 
 
QUESTIONS 

 Contact Dr. Stephanie Helms Pickett at awards@chapelhillaka.org 
 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

 Email completed application and reference letters to: awards@chapelhillaka.org by 11:59 p.m. on April 
30, 2019. 

 Mail an official, sealed copy of your transcript to the address below, postmarked by April 30, 2019. 

 
Attn: Scholarship Committee 
The Ivy Hill Foundation 
510 Meadowmont Village Circle #233 
Chapel Hill NC 27157 

 
 
Scholarship recipients will be invited to attend our annual Pink Pearls Extravaganza Brunch on Saturday, May 4, 2019.  
Additional information will be provided once scholars are selected. 
  



The Ivy Hill Foundation Mu Omicron Omega Scholarship 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Name:  

Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Preferred Phone:  

This number is my:  Cell         Home 

Email:  

High School:  

School Address:  

School City/State/Zip:  

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 

1. List any high school honors, recognitions and awards; include date received. 
2. Given the achievements you’ve listed, please select one and discuss leadership qualities, strengths and 

challenges experienced.  Please include how what you’ve learned from these experiences will assist you 
as you transition to college this fall (150 words or less). 

3. List any extra-curricular activities and any offices or positions held. 
4. List any community-based organization participation and any office or positions held.  
5. List the colleges/universities to which you have applied. Be sure to indicate the admission status for each 

(applied, accepted or awaiting decision).  
6. If you’ve decided, which institution do you plan to attend?  

 
ESSAY CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
Before the Civil War, higher education for black people was virtually non-existent. Newly freed slaves were being denied 
admission to the traditionally white higher education institutions that had been established at the time. A solution came with 
the second Morrill Land-Grant Act of 1890, which indicated that states who wanted to use federal land-grant funds were 
required to either make their schools open to blacks and whites or give money for segregated black colleges to function as 
substitute to white schools. Then the unthinkable happened. Sixteen entirely black colleges were created and the emergence of 
Historically Black Colleges (HBCUs) were founded. Since their inception, thousands upon thousands of African descent have 
benefited from the premier educational experience available at HBCUs. However, as access was granted to predominantly 
white institutions for a diverse pool of applicants, the utility of the HBCU emerged under scrutiny.   
 
ESSAY QUESTION 

Describe the physical, financial and intellectual power and impact of the HBCU in the global community. 
 
GUIDELINES 

 Limit response to 300 – 500 words, double-spaced  
 Minimum of three (3) research-based citations 
 You are required to pose the question to either a current HBCU student or an HBCU alumnus and you 

must incorporate their response as a quote in your essay.  
 Please use MLA style as a guide/reference for citing books, journals, articles, web content and persons in 

your essay (view style guide). 
 
SIGNATURES 
 

Applicant Signature:  Date:  

Parent/Guardian Signature:  Date:  

Counselor Signature:  Date:  
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